Check Your Knowledge: Answers
1. C. Gabrielle is not 65 years old. It doesn’t matter that she is receiving Social Security benefits or

that her income is low enough. Her age disqualifies her from claiming the deduction.

2. D. Neither Humberto nor Imelda would qualify for the new deduction.

They are married but will not file a joint return.

Humberto lives alone, so his filing status has to be Married Filing Separately.

Imelda has two grandchildren, but grandchildren don't qualify you to be considered unmarried for
tax filing purposes, so Imelda must also file using the Married Filing Separately filing status.

Therefore, neither is eligible for this deduction.

3. B. Since Jerry’s MAGI is $15,250 above the phase out threshold for single filers, he will receive a
reduced deduction. The $6,000 deduction is reduced by six cents (5.06) for every dollar above the
threshold.

$15,250 x $0.06 = $915.

$6,000 - $915 = $5,085

4. C. Karen and Lorenzo’s total deductions consist of:
$31,500 standard deduction

$1,600 X2 = $3,200 traditional deduction for seniors
$6,000 X2 = $12,000 new expanded deduction for seniors

$31,500 + $3,200 + $12,000 = $46,700

5. C. $6,000. Because Nestor has an ITIN, he is not eligible for the $6,000 deduction. But Melissa

has a valid SSN, so she can claim her $6,000 deduction on their joint return.
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