
■ Leonardo turned 18 & graduated from High School 
in June 2025.  He lived with his parents all year & 
earned $19,000.  With his income he provided over 
half of his own support.  He has a valid SSN. 

■ Leonardo’s parents, Elio (TP) and Alejandra (SP), 
file a joint return.  Both have valid SSNs.  They 
earned $23,000 in 2024. 

■ Elio and Alejandra did not list Leonardo on their 
intake because, “He’s 18 now and earns his own 
money and we don’t pay much for him anymore.  
He even pays us rent.” 

Case 6: Leonardo
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What role should Leonardo play on his parents’ tax 
return?

A. He is their dependent, since he was in High School 
in 2025.

B. He should not appear.  He is an adult and provided 
over half his own support.

C. He is their “Qualifying Child for Earned Income Tax 
Credit” purposes.

Leonardo question
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A. He is their dependent, since he was in High School in 
2025.  INCORRECT. Leonardo provided over half his own 

support, so he can not be a dependent.

B. He should not appear.  INCORRECT.  Leonardo can’t be a 

dependent – he provides over half his own support.  But he is a 
Qualifying Child for Earned Income Tax Credit purposes, since: he is 
their son, under 19, lived with them over half the year and will not 
file a joint return.

C. He is their “Qualifying Child for Earned Income Tax 
Credit” purposes  CORRECT!  Even though he provides over 

half his own support (and is thus NOT his parents’ dependent, even 
being a full-time student), he is still his parents’ “Qualifying Child 
for Earned Income Tax Credit” purposes.

What role should Leonardo play on his 
parents’ tax return?



■ Leonardo is not a dependent, since he failed the support test to be a 
dependent (provided over half his own support)

■ Leonardo is a “Qualifying Child for Earned Income Tax Credit” 
purposes

─ Age: he was under age 19 at end of tax year

─ Residency: he lived with the TP (his parents) over half the year

─ Relationship: he’s the TP’s  son

■ THERE IS NO SUPPORT TEST FOR EIC.

■ Including Leonardo on the tax return will get his parents over $3,500 
in Earned Income Credit on their 2025 taxes!  Without him they 
would not have qualified to receive any EIC.

─ Assuming they meet all other requirements,                             
outlined in Tab I of your 4012.

Leonardo’s role on his parents’ taxes



How’s Leonardo look in the 
dependent calculator?



Elio’s & Ale’s TaxSlayer entry:
non-dependent Leonardo



■ During the interview with Elio (TP) & Alejandra (SP), you ask 
again,  “Did anyone else live in your home?” 

■ You learn that in March, Elio’s older brother, Mateo, moved 
into their home.  He was in a bad accident at work and is now 
considered totally and permanently disabled.  

■ Mateo is receiving disability insurance payments and provides 
over half his own support.  Mateo is single and has a valid SSN

■ The couple say they are sorry to bother you with this sad tale, 
as it won’t make any differences to their taxes.

… or will it?

Case 6.1: Elio’s brother Mateo



Fill out the Dependent Qualification Calculator to 
determine the correct answer to the following:

■ Should Elio’s brother, Mateo, be included on Elio’s and 
Alejandra’s tax return?

A. No, Mateo gets disability and he’s older than Elio 
anyway.

B. Yes, he’s their “Qualifying Child for Earned Income 
Tax Credit” purposes.

Mateo Question

https://cotaxaide.org/tools/Dependent%20Qualification%20Calculator.html


A. No, Mateo gets disability and he’s older than Elio 
anyway - INCORRECT!
• There is no support test for EITC – it is okay that Mateo provides 

his own support.

• Since Mateo is considered totally and permanently disabled, his 
age does not matter.

B. Yes, he’s their “Qualifying Child for Earned Income 
Tax Credit” purposes - CORRECT!
• Age: Mateo is totally and permanently disabled – his age doesn’t 

matter.

• Residency: he lived with the TPs 10 months – over half the year.

• Relationship: Mateo is the TP’s brother.

Should Elio’s brother, Mateo, be included on 
Elio’s and Alejandra’s tax return?



Mateo in the dependent calculator

Elio & Alejandra pass the EITC 

“rules for everyone”

• US citizen or resident alien

• SSNs valid for employment

• Not filing MFS

TaxSlayer will confirm

• They have earned income

• Investment income under the 

limit for EITC



Mateo in the dependent calculator

Mateo satisfies the five tests 

for EITC qualifying child:

1.Relationship

2.Age

Even though he is older 

than TP & SP, he is 

permanently & totally 

disabled. 

3.Joint return

(continued)



Mateo in the dependent calculator

Mateo satisfies the tests for 

EITC qualifying child:

4.Residency

He lived with TP >6 mos

in the U.S.

5.SSN valid for employment



Mateo in the dependent calculator

Mateo provided over half 

his own support, so he can’t 

be Elio’s & Ale’s dependent

But putting him on the tax 

return will qualify the couple 

for additional EITC.



Eio’s & Ale’s TaxSlayer entry:
non-dependent Mateo



• Elio & Alejandra would receive an additional 
$2,300+ in EITC for Mateo, on top of the $3,500+ 
they will receive for Leonardo.

• The total EITC on their return is now nearly 
$6,000!

We often forget that the rules are different 
for EITC – dependency is not required 
and support is not an issue.

Elio’s & Alejandra’s tax return
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