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This presentation will be posted on the Oregon TaxAide website.  Under the District tab 
go to Lane County D09 & 10

A video version will be posted as well as a PDF version of the slides and their notes 
(Snotes).

If you want to review the presentation or demo, watch the videos or view the PDF 
version.



During this presentation, you will learn 
• Why practice problems are required as well as when you should start working on the 

problems.
• How the answers will be distributed
• When the practice problems need to be completed and
• How to notify your district coordinator when you have 
• completed the practice problems



The National Tax Training Committee (NTTC ) recommends a volunteer complete a 
minimum of four practice problems each year as part of their certification.

It has been shown that the more returns a volunteer completes as practice, prior to the 
opening of tax season, the accuracy and efficiency of returns prepared during tax 
season is greatly improved. 

The practice problems for Oregon volunteers includes a state return

The problems are in the NTTC  TY2020 workbook and will require you create returns in 
the Practice lab using tax year 2020.

In order to trigger specific situations on the state return, there is a supplement for the 
Oregon practice problems .



TaxSlayer continues to be updated with both federal and state tax laws.  

It is recommended you wait till early to mid January before you start working on the 
practice problems.

Wait till the Oregon state return exists!

If the Oregon return is not available by January 10, 2021 you will be sent an email with 
a link to a quiz about the Oregon 2020 return.

Completing the federal return of the practice problems will still be required.



Answers won’t be available until after the problems have been vetted in TaxSlayer using 
Practice Lab for TY 2020 

First the NTTC team will vet the federal return.  Then the Oregon state training team 
will vet the state return including the supplemental info.

Finally, the answers will be sent to the district coordinators.  The district coordinator 
will then send the answers to volunteers to help them verify their practice problem 
returns.



The 4 practice problems are required.  However, the completion and accuracy of the 
practice problems are on the honor system.

You will have the answers in order to check your work as well as workout any issues 
you may have completing the returns

When you have completed the four practice problems send an email to 
d9d10certify.ta@gmail.com

And don’t forget, the practice problems are open book and you can ask for help from 
others as well as call the Personal Support help line.



The first three practice problems are Anderson, Clark and Daniels which are “core” 
exercises. Quincy is a “comprehensive” exercise.

The first 3 exercises will have supplemental information to trigger specific issues on the 
Oregon return.



The supplemental info is on the Oregon TaxAide website.  Go to ortaxaide.org.  Under 
the Volunteers tab, go to Training and Certification.  Scroll down to the “Oregon” 
section.

You will find two documents.  The first explains the requirements for practice returns in 
Oregon.  The second gives you the supplemental information for the Anderson, Clark 
and Daniels exercises.



The NTTC group created 2 additional exercises called Garcia and Polite.

These exercises will contain comprehensive pandemic related tax issues.

There will be videos and instructions to aid you in completing these two returns.  

The exercises will be published in a separate document because they were too late to 
include in the printed/eVersion of the workbook.

When available, the exercise documents, videos and instructions will be posted on the 
Oregon Taxaide website in the Volunteers > TaxAide/NTTC documents page



The Garcia and Polite exercises are required but only the Federal returns.

As answers become available they will be distributed for you to use to verify your 
returns.

As with the 4 practice problems, completion and accuracy will be on the honor system.

When completed, send an email to d9d10certify.ta@gmail.com

And remember, as with the 4 practice returns, the Garcia and Polite returns are open 
book and you can ask others for help including the Personal Support Help line.



The 4 practice problems and the Garcia and Polite exercises should be completed by 
Thursday January 21, 2021.  

When you have completed the practice problems and the Garcia and Polite exercises 
send an email to d9d10certify.ta@gmail.com.




