
Washington State Working Families Tax Credit 
 
The Washington Working Families Tax Credit is a credit of retail sales or use tax for low-to-
moderate income Washington residents who meet certain eligibility requirements.  To qualify 
for the credit, taxpayers have to have lived in Washington for over half the year and meet the 
2022 requirements for the federal earned income tax credit. Both SSN and ITIN holders can 
qualify for the credit.  Receiving the credit won’t affect the taxpayer’s eligibility for other 
benefits. 
 
Taxpayers have to apply for the credit.  The application will be available online beginning 
February 1.  When a Washington taxpayer comes to a VITA/Tax-Aide site, the volunteer tax 
preparer can prepare the application and e-file it with the federal tax return.  The application is 
added to the return the same way that you add a state return, by clicking on the state of 
Washington or choosing Washington from the drop-down menu.  Some information will flow 
through but you do have to add the qualifying children.  The application is currently available in 
Practice Lab. 
 
If someone has already filed their federal return and wants our help with the application, we 
will need to recreate the federal return and then e-file as “state only.”   
 
The Washington DOR is hoping to process the credit payments within 10 days, but we’ll see. 
 
There is lots of information at workingfamiliescredit.wa.gov, including an interactive assistant 
to see if you qualify.  I’ve included basic info on the next page. 
  

http://workingfamiliescredit.wa.gov/


What is the Working Families Tax Credit? 
The Washington Working Families Tax Credit is a credit of retail sales or use tax for low-to-
moderate income Washington residents who meet certain eligibility requirements. 
 
Who is eligible for the Working Families Tax Credit? 
Individuals and families are eligible for the Working Families Tax Credit in 2023 if they meet all 
of the following requirements: 

• Have a valid Social Security Number (SSN) or Individual Taxpayer Identification Number 
(ITIN). 

• Lived in Washington a minimum of 183 days in 2022 (over half the year). 
• Are at least 25 and under 65 years of age OR have a qualifying child in 2022. 
• Filed a 2022 federal tax return. 
• Eligible to claim the federal Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) on their 2022 tax return (or 

would meet the requirements for EITC but are filing with an ITIN).  
o Go to www.irs.gov/EITC to learn more. 

• Meet certain income requirements. 
 
What are the income limits? 
The credit amount varies depending on the number of qualifying children and income level.  
The maximum credit amount ranges from $300 to $1200 depending on the number of 
qualifying children (see table below).  These amounts are then reduced based on income 
thresholds similar to the federal program.  The minimum credit amount is $50, regardless of the 
number of qualifying children.  
 

 
 
What is a qualifying child? 
The rules for qualifying children are based on the federal Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC). 
These rules involve the child’s age, relationship, and residency. View the qualifying child rules. 
Under Washington’s credit, a qualifying child can have a valid Social Security Number (SSN) or 
Individual Taxpayer Identification Number (ITIN). 
 

https://www.irs.gov/credits-deductions/individuals/earned-income-tax-credit-eitc
https://www.irs.gov/credits-deductions/individuals/earned-income-tax-credit/qualifying-child-rules

